Social Networking Safety

By Brad Fulton, www.tttpress.com

The following survey is one that I issue at the beginning of each year in my 8th grade classes.  The results are always alarming.  I presented on this subject in January of 2013 at the California League of Schools Technology Conference in Monterey.  A PDF of my presentation is available on my website under the  “Free Activities” tab.

Though my job description says that I teach math and science, my foremost responsibility is to teach students.  For that to happen, they need to be safely at school and not featured on the evening news.

Even my students are alarmed to find out how openly vulnerable they are while on social media.  The climax comes when I demonstrate how I can find them in less than 60 seconds using the Internet.  (This is not in the PDF presentation, but it is easy to demonstrate.)  One girl told me that she had posted her volleyball pictures on her Facebook account.

“Let’s say that I see your school name on your jersey.  I also see the school color and the mascot emblem.”  I typed our school name into Google and in 15 seconds, I had a map showing the school’s location.  Then I clicked the “sports” tab, selected “girls volleyball” and went to the calendar.  She had an away game the following week at a school out in the country.

“But you don’t know where I live,” she shot back.

“I don’t need to know where you live, because you’re not making it home after the game.  There’s a creek that flows through a canyon behind the school.  That’s where they’ll find you.”

It was a drastic statement, but it did the trick; she went home and cleaned up her profile, as did many other students.  You’ll find tips for parents and teens in the presentation.  The worst part is that if I can find a victim’s location in less than a minute, how hard would it be for a predator who is really looking?

I shared this at one of our monthly parent meetings.  One mom challenged me, “Did you speak that way to our children?”  When I told her that I did, she thanked me.

Someday I hope to read in the newspaper that one of my students was elected governor or won the Nobel Prize.  I’ve already seen their names the other headlines.  I hope this helps keep your students safer too.  The survey is in Word format should you wish to modify it.  If you have any questions, comments, or would like to discuss a presentation on this or any of my other topics, please email me at brad@tttpress.com.

Social Networking Survey

1.
Do you have your own smart phone, iPad, iPod Touch, tablet, or gaming system with Internet capability?

2.
Do you have a social networking account or accounts or webpage of your own? This would include Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Myspace, etc.

3.
How many do you have?

4.
Do your parents have full knowledge and access?  This means not only that they are friended to you but that they also have your password.

5.
Do they check it on a regular basis?

6a.
Have you experienced cyberbullying?

6b.
Have you experienced illegal suggestions?

6c.
Have you experienced sexually explicit content?

7.
Do you have or have you ever had content that you hope is never discovered?

8.
Have you ever contacted someone in person who you originally met electronically?

9.
Do your parents check your cell phone?  This means do they check your text messages, who you have called, and who has called you, and any websites you have visited.

10.
Have you posted any information that would help a predator find you?  This includes your phone number, address, a photo taken on a smart phone, your last name, birthday, parents’ name, school name, photo in a school jersey.

Resources:

staysafeonline.org


HYPERLINK "http://www.onlinesafety411.com"

onlinesafety411.com



HYPERLINK "http://www.onlinesafety411.com"

parenting.com



HYPERLINK "http://www.onlinesafety411.com"

cellphonetrackerx.net

The answer key for the survey is on the following pages.  Two copies are on the page.

SOCIAL NETWORKING SURVEY

DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME ON THIS

Check the blank of your response.

1.
Yes
_____
No
_____

2.
Yes
_____
No
_____

3.
One
_____
Two
_____


Three
_____
More
_____

4. 
Yes
_____
No
_____

5. 
Yes
_____
No
_____

6a. 
Yes
_____
No
_____

6b. 
Yes
_____
No
_____

6c. 
Yes
_____
No
_____

7. 
Yes
_____
No
_____

8. 
Yes
_____
No
_____

9. 
Yes
_____
No
_____

10. 
Yes
_____
No
_____

If “yes”, please specify:

Last name _____

Parent’s name _____

Address _____

Phone num. _____

School _____

Photo in a jersey _____

Smart phone photo _____

Other ______________________________

___________________________________
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authored over a dozen books that provide easy-to-teach yet mathematically rich activitis for
busy teachers while teaching full time for ver 30 years. In addition, he has co-authored 35
teacher training manuals full f actvities and ideas that help teachers who believe mathematics

‘must be both meaningful and powerful.

‘Seminar leader and trainer of mathematics teachers.
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California Math Council and NCTM national featured presener
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‘Trainer/consultant for distict, county,regional, and national workshops
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Author and co-author of mathematics curriculum
‘Simply Great Math Actviies serie: cight books covering all major strands

ingle On Geomery Program: over 400 pages of rescarch-based goometry instruction

Math Discoveries serics: binging math alive for students in middle schools.
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Avallable for workshops, keynote addresses, and conferences
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Brad's math actvires are the best e scen in 38 years of teaching!
Wayne Dequer, Tthgrade math teacher, Arcadia, CA
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“Your entire audience was fully involvc in math! When they chated,they chated mah Real
thinking!”
i MoGaigan,princpl, Sata A, CA
“thsolutely engaging. | can each algebra to second graders!
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